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Kidney Care Partners Applauds the House of Representatives’ Commitment to Improving Quality Dialysis Care
- Approval of an Inflation Adjustment for 2006 to Assist the Rising Costs of Providing Life-Saving Dialysis Praised by Kidney Community–
Washington D.C. (February 1, 2006) - Kidney Care Partners – a nationwide alliance of patient advocates, dialysis professionals, providers and suppliers working together to improve the quality of care for individuals with kidney failure – today applauded the United States House of Representatives for taking action to ensure continued improvement in quality dialysis care for patients with End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD). 
The dialysis community is currently the only health segment within Medicare without an automatic annual update to account for inflation.  The approval of a one-year, 1.6 percent composite rate update for dialysis services for 2006, within the Reconciliation package, will allow providers to move forward with ongoing quality improvement efforts this year.  Annual inflation adjustments account for regular increases in costs of drugs, lab tests, and other services associated with dialysis care.

"The kidney community is collectively dedicated to improving outcomes and bettering the lives of the patients under our care," said Kent Thiry, chairman of Kidney Care Partners. "House Ways & Means Chairman Bill Thomas is to be commended for his leadership and commitment to the kidney care community.  We thank him for helping us help patients."
Over the past decade, kidney care in the United States has improved significantly, thanks in large part to the collective efforts of providers. Even as kidney failure is on the rise, productivity and quality outcomes have increased substantially. 

"This is clearly a win for patients living with kidney failure who rely on this Medicare benefit in order to survive," added Thiry. "The patients and the entire provider community alike applaud Congress' foresight in filling this funding gap." 

Kidney Care Partners looks forward to working closely with Members of Congress and the Administration next year to pass the Kidney Care Quality & Improvement Act – legislation co-sponsored by Senators Rick Santorum (R-PA) and Kent Conrad (D-ND), and Representatives William Jefferson (D-LA) and Dave Camp (R-MI) – which would invest in quality demonstration projects, provide resources toward preventative care to save lives and offset costs, improve care quality for patients nationwide, and definitively update the Medicare benefit for patient care. 

 

"Ensuring that the dialysis patients in the United States receive the best possible care in the world is our number one priority, and passage of this groundbreaking legislation would go far towards that goal," Thiry added. 
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