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Kidney Care Partners Urges Prevention, Awareness & Legislative Support During National Kidney Month and World Kidney Day
– Kidney Care Quality and Improvement Act would ensure continued quality care and prevention initiatives – 

WASHINGTON (March 9, 2006) – In honor of World Kidney Day on March 9 and National Kidney Month, Kidney Care Partners – a nationwide alliance of patient advocates, dialysis professionals, providers and suppliers working together to improve the quality of care for individuals with kidney failure – is calling on Congress to support important legislation for patients with kidney disease that would ensure the availability of quality dialysis care, and enhance prevention efforts. More than 20 million Americans currently suffer from some form of chronic kidney disease. 

“World Kidney Day, and the entire month of March, present our nation’s lawmakers with an exceptional opportunity to stand together and make a commitment to the health of more than 20 million Americans suffering from kidney disease,” said Kent Thiry, chairman of Kidney Care Partners. “The bipartisan Kidney Care Quality & Improvement Act will not only ensure that current patients receive outstanding dialysis care, but that future generations can learn the signs and symptoms of kidney disease, and avoid kidney failure altogether.  

Approximately 400,000 Americans currently suffer from kidney failure and of those, around 300,000 require dialysis several times a week, for an average of 3.5 hours per session. At the current rate of new cases – many the results of diabetes, obesity and hypertension – the prevalence in the number of patients with kidney failure is expected to increase 85 percent between 2000 and 2015.   Early detection and better disease management are regarded as the best means to delay the onset of kidney failure.

Studies show that kidney disease disproportionately affects African Americans and Hispanics. African Americans constitute approximately 12 percent of the total U.S. population, but they compromise 32 percent of all patients with kidney failure. Experts say that the existing Medicare ESRD program will not be able to support the projected increase in patients with kidney disease unless Medicare is modernized.

 “Today, my colleagues and fellow health care professionals ask Congress to walk in the shoes of a kidney failure patient for a day, and learn the importance of accessible, quality dialysis care to remain active members of their families and of society,” Thiry added. “The Kidney Care Quality and Improvement Act is a necessity to these Americans, and we hope lawmakers will honor their battle with this disease and support the legislation.”
###

Kidney Care Partners is an alliance of patient advocates, dialysis professionals, providers and suppliers working together to improve the quality of care for individuals with End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD).

[image: image1.png]