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nants.

“athalic Chareh in Snencer.

U.S. Sen. Grassley visits Sbencei' -

' 11.8. Sen. Chuck Grassley will be in Speneer from: 7:30-8:30 a.m.
today to visit the Spencer Kidney Dm]yw-. Center at 1200 First Ave,
E. His visit will be part of a 22-county tour he will be malung during
the Congressional recess from May 31-Tune 3. These meetings are
part of his annua). tour of Towa's 99 counties.

‘Samboree’ comes to Spencer
Good Sam Club members and RV'ers wilt be in Spencer from

* Wednesday, June 1, through Sunday, June 5, at the Clay County
Fairgrounds, Founded in 1966, the Good Sam Club offers its mem- .

bers many services and amenitiies, as well as discounts to camp-
grounds and RV cvents. The Samboree will feature three nights of
- entertainment including five music at 6:30 p.o., Wednesday, June 1
from “One Woman Band™ and the same time Saturday and Sunday,
“Laughing Bird.” All shows will be held at the Clay County Regional
Events Center. The event is open to the public with an entry fee of $5.

LEcole La Danse Dancers

I'Ecole La Danse Dancers of Estherville will perform in the

Southpark Mail food court, at 11 a.m., Samrday, June 4. The public

is invited to-enjoy these young ladies talent.

Community bake sale June 4

The monthly community bake sale will be held from 10 am, to 2
p-m. Saturday, June 4 at the Southpark Mall, Groups selling baked
#oods to raise funds are the Dayspring Assembly of God Church and
“Krile's Drivers” Relay for Lifé team. -

Kids Kamp summer aclivities

Kids Kamp has many activities planned for summer. The heensed
school-age program includes camps/clinics where children will have
the opportunity to take advantage of leamning about: Camnp Fosters,
Adventureland, a photo clinic, -canoeing and lkayalkdng, outdoor
adventures, babysitting, cheerleading and sports. Kids will also
swim, and create arts and crafts. For more information, call 262-
3782.

Social Security presentation

The public is invited to a presentation on social secority with staff

- from the office of U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin at 12:45 p.m. op Friday,

June 3 at the Spencer Public Library.

Jaycees Garage Sale June 4
- The Jaycees Anpual Jumbo Garage Sale will be held from 8 a.m.
-to 12 p.m, on Saturday, June 4 at the JC Fairstrand on' the Clay
County Fairgrounds. All procesds will be used to help with nconatal
intensive care and travel expenses for the new member of the Ben
. abd Heidi O’ Clair farhily. From 11 a.m, to moon, ::ve:ryﬂnng that can
be stuffed in a sack will be priced at $3.

The Browns to play Arnolds Park
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‘By Rutas Mitchell

Dally Repattar Staff

Sen, Chuck Omssley told
health care workers  al
Spencer Hospital that his rele

4% ¢hidmmaen of the Senate

Finance Copmitiee cun ussist
Iowa hos) ta‘is at they iy W0
rnaintain ul stability.

The senator was lobbied by |

memberg of the medical staflf

- in Spencer a= part of a gerips

of-town meetings and tours in
during the
Memorial Day Congressional
reccss, The stop in Spencer
ineluded a tour of the Milton
& Bthel Warner Dialysis Unit
and a viskt with patients there,

*“We in rural Americs are.

always concernad sbout the
delivery of quality I'u:a.lr.h care

-Son. Chuck Gragsley

spoaking on stern cell rassarch

r'nm by Rues Mlmhnll

£iciyisls ot the \ﬂ’pmm Dilcitysts Um* ©f spencer Hosplted,

&t ot
Sen. Chuck Gmaslw aboutthe; vllallty of opércmuns atthe faclllfy

GRASSLEY STR

-manship of the:

services and [ r.hmk yDu very
definitaly get the fesling that
the dialysis cefter here
involves very'  high-quaiity
services for their’ people close
to home,” Grassley said. “In
Tural America ‘that i very
important but also to make

gUTS that these Loalers re

vigble. It vnry dcﬂmmly fits
into the work of my chair-
Senatc
Finance Copunitiee because
we have jurisdiction over all
Medicare und Mndlcmd pro-
prams.”

Ag chairman; ‘assley sid
one of his rcspunmblhtim 15

to make sure there's adequate.

reimbursement rates  for
Medicare, the federal health
care inguranco program for

the disabled and people-aged

°S HEALTH
ME IN SPENCER

65 and over,

“There's no fre¢ lunch,”
Grussley said. “Somewhere
along 1he line, hospitals have
to at least meet their bottom
line responsibititics.
Obviously o non-profit does-
n't havew make o pmﬁt. but
they can’t he golog ia the hiols

" wyery year. So this is part of &

peoblem of keeping rural
health ¢are, whether its dialy-
sis or anything else conmected
with the hospital, viablé,
Eelng brought up to datc on
that, a3 I've been told here
about the inadequate reim-
bursement, is a yory important
it of informution for me.”

\ Grassley
continued on Page 10A

. conmtract with the district's sup-

JOHNSTON AUTOMOTIVE COMES DOWN
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School board

approves charter

school applicatior

| | 2005-06 support staff

s¢hool would resemble o
be decided during an enm

: planning process that pare

contract I}ll]ﬁﬂd teacheys atd comsnunity m
. : bers would take part in.

By Kris Tedd When asked what the che

Dally Raportar Staff school stamr eguld mean

Spencer students, superintt
ent Grep Ebeling said, “T 11
it'l] mean some innovative |
grams thal are always on
edge of a ot of people™s mi
but difficult to implament w
out additional staff devel
ments. . 50, essentislly wha

Spencer school board mens
bers authorized a charter achogl
planning grant upphcar.mn RCV-
cral changes © nel yeur's su-
dent handbaokr, and o 2005-06

port staff ynion members during

a  specisl  meeting held will do is, iUl make Sper
Wednesday moming. i High School defindtely o Ii;
Speneer Assislant  pogse scheol in the stawe

Supezintendent Kathy Efliot
and Spencer High  School
Pt'mqpal Mike Healy offered a
reviow of the churer school
planning grant the distiel is
pursuing, as well 2% numerons
chunpes that would be incorpo-
raled ot the high school Ievel if
a pilot charler status. were to he
approved at the state level.

“To . pgolly * woly achieve
excellence we need (o tuke and
bgcome mmore cfficiont in the
ifilngs that we do) And so,
whether®, thig - charter: ¢omes
through or not, we still have to Regarding the aligibilit
make soma changes,” Healy gy, Lhu‘sugnrillicnsuctxt gtfl
sn.:d. ] o “The slale hos kind of was

(he planning grant applica-  js hands of this, purting the ¥
tiog will be submitted t0 ™E  den on local disisets.”
Towa Depaciment of Education
by ite June 13 mesting for con-
sideration. If approved, wihit
Spencer's proposed charter

Towa for school reform and
improving high schools. Pec
will see progeams that will |
{ot ditterent than whiy pes
see in typical high sclu
argtityd the state.”

T other action, a prope
cligibility policy and act?
gode for high school stude
wus approved by a 2-w-1 v
with Scott DeGeast voling
Randy Van Dyke and
. Harman yes, end Da

Schlichtemeist pot iwsuing

vota nejlhser for nor againat.

School Boa
contlnuad on Page
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SAMBOREE GETS UNDERWAY

Photi by Randy M. Cauthror
Gond Sum Club members and Rviers will be in
spencer foday through Subday, June 5, at the Clay
County Fairgrounds. (Abovey A member of The
Sprouts takes port in a concent Wednhesday night,

wealcoming some of the event's early arrivals in the
Pl Ceamdy Daslasel Cysnde Mondae Braomelad in
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Grassley

continued from page 1A

Grassley  towted another
aspect of the Medicare program.
Starting Jan. 1, Medicare bene-
ficiarics who want drug cover-
age can anroll in a private plan
heavily subsidized by the gov-
ernment. The pootest of those
beneficiaries are eligible for
additional assistance valned at
about $2,300 per recipient, gov-
ernment  officials  told the
Associated Pz:f:s'-}

“We're going to have thc.

most deamatic - expansion and-
improvement the history of -

Medicare and it's really not
because we want to pander to
seniors and to bnng prescription
drugs to seniors,” Grassley said,
“Quite frankly, it's very closely
related to bringing Medicare, a
1965 program, into the practice
of medicine id the 21st
Century.” ‘
in 1965, Grassley said the
practice of medicine was to put
everyone in the hospital when
they got sick. Now be said the
practice of medicine is designed

to kéep' people out of “the -

cxpensive environment of a
hospital™ as much as possible.
“Prescription drogs have a
great deal to do with keeping
people healthy and keeping peo-
ple our of hospitals,” he said.
“In 1965, prescription drugs
were about 1 percent of the cost
of medicine. Toduy they're
about 15 percent of the cost of
medicine. Quite obviously, it’s a
no-brainer, that if you were

writing a Medicare program

mday‘ you would mcludc pre-
scription drugs in that.”

Grassley acknowledged that'

sentiors will have to homework
before they choose whether they
want t0 maiptain private plans

- or accept the federally snbsi-

dized benefit. Millions of low-
income Medicare recipients will
soon be receiving federal paper-
work intended to help determine

whether they're entitled to extra -

help with their preseription drug
costs next year,

Advocates for the elderly sajd
they. expect the neediest and
most vulnerable of the 15 mil-
lion recipienis — thosc. that
could get essentially free medi-
cine — to be wary. of the leter
and apphc.mon they'll get from
the government. Grassley said
the paperwork s necessary
because one-size-fits-all pro-
grams from Washington D.C.
don't tend to work well in the
United States,

The hospital stop al'm gave
Gras'-:ic;y a chance to field ques-
tions about embryonic stem cell

research, Last week, Sendte

Democtatic Leader Harry Reid

" cilled for a swift vote in the
Scuate on legislation to. expand

federal support of embryonic
stem cell research, and he criti-
cized President Bush for oppos-
jng the measure,

Reid's comments came on the
day after the House approved
legislation on a vote of 238-194
— far Jess than the two-thirds
support that would be needed to
overmide the president™s anﬁcid
pated veto,

- Wednesday = in

Bush, whose veto would be
the first of his presidency, says

he opposes the bill becanse it

would open the way for federal-
ly funded research that coold
create life to destroy it
Spencer,
Crassley said he was leaning
toward supportting the presi-
dent’s position.

“T'm a 7l-year-old embryo,”
Grassley said. “T think that if
there’s an opporiunity to destroy
life 10 do medical rescarch that
jit's a pretty slippery slope
downhill ~ that you lose respect
for life, Now, I'm not at that
point yet becauge I think that we
nead to understand that there’s
dlready public funding for the
cxisting line of stem cell
research, so I would want to
know that's ipadequate.”

Grassley said he would need
to be convinced that adult stem
cells and stem cells taken from
umbilical cords also were inade-
quate for medicaf research, -

“T would have to know that all
of this other was inadequate
before you get to the point
where you destroy embryonic
Iife for the creation of sclentific
research,” Grassley said,

Proponents of the stem cell
research say the cmbryos

Cinvolved would be discarded

anyway, Grassley said the jssue
coulkd be debated as soon as
August, but would more likely
be up for debate in the fall.
“There’s no chance it will
become law,” said Rep. Dave
Weldon, R-Fla., one of pumer-

ous abortion foes to oppose the
Houwse measure, “I don't know
why the Sepate would bother
taking it up.”

The companion Senate bill,
sponsorced by Sen. Tom Harkin,
D-Towa and Sen. Arlen Spocter
R-Penn., would lift Bush’s 2001
restrictions on federal funding
for new embryonic stem cell
research. Senate opponents have
threatened a filibdster, but sup-
porters say they have more than
the 60 votes needed to over-

‘come it.

“The American people cannot
afford to wait any longer for our
top scientists o realize the full
potential of stem cell research
said Harkin,

Meanwhile, Specter, who is
being treated for cancer, made a
personal  appeal for quick
action,

“T look in the mirror every,

_day, barely récognize myself,”

said Specter, whose hair has
been lost to chemotherapy treat-
ment. “And not to have the
availability of the best of med-
ical cars is simply atrocions.”

Specter said that if Senate
Republican leader Bill Frist
refuses to allow the bill a voe,
“woe are not without remedies,”™
senators can iry 1o add the bill to
other measures being consid-
ared on the floor

Washington, D.C. coverage
was supplied by the Associated
Fress.
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