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Kidney Care Community Warning:  Proposed Medicare Cuts for Dialysis Care Would Impede Quality Progress 
Coalition Calls Education Provision in Proposal “Step in the Right Direction”
Washington, DC (July 26, 2007) – Kidney Care Partners (KCP) – an alliance of patient advocates, dialysis professionals, care providers and manufacturers working together to improve quality of care for individuals with kidney disease and kidney failure – today warned that proposed cuts to Medicare’s End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) benefit, which pays for care for more than 300,000 Medicare beneficiaries with kidney failure, would impede quality progress in dialysis care.  Congress is proposing to not fully fund this life-saving program.   
“Proposing to not adequately fund a vital program that is widely regarded as being underfunded raises many serious questions and concerns from the kidney care community about the impact these proposed cuts will have on quality care.” said Edward Jones, M.D., Chairman of Kidney Care Partners and a practicing nephrologist.  “As a community, we are further troubled that Members of the House of Representatives are seriously contemplating cuts to a benefit that affects so many poor, elderly and minority patients.”  

Dr. Jones acknowledged that the patient education and disease prevention program contained in the package is a step in the right direction.   
These cuts have been proposed despite a formal recommendation to Congress by the non-partisan Medicare Payment Advisory Committee (MedPAC) to account for inflationary adjustments in Medicare’s payment for ESRD care.  These adjustments would account for normal increases in labor costs, some patient services and medication-related supplies.  Further, the proposed cuts ignore the strong and growing congressional support for the Kidney Care Quality & Education Act (H.R. 1193), introduced by Representatives John Lewis (DA-GA) and David Camp (R-MI), which establishes a three-year continuous quality improvement initiative to reward quality, provides an inflationary adjustment for three years tied to clinical performance, and initiates a robust patient education and disease prevention program.  Currently, the bill has more than 100 co-sponsors in the House of Representatives.
 “Medicare’s ESRD program has helped to save and improve the lives of millions of Americans since it was created,” concluded Dr. Jones. “Cutting this critical benefit now is simply incomprehensible.”
###
Kidney Care Partners is a nationwide alliance of patients, doctors, patient advocates, dialysis professionals, providers and manufacturers working together to improve the
quality of care for individuals with kidney failure.
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