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Senator Rick Santorum Honored for His Ongoing Commitment to Quality Kidney Care
Santorum Awarded NRAA Leadership Award at National Renal Administrators Association’s 
Annual Conference
PHILADELPHIA, PA (October 5, 2006) –Today the National Renal Administrators Association (NRAA) recognized Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA) for his leadership and continued support of quality kidney care from the nation’s representative organization for administrators of America’s dialysis centers.  Approximately 400,000 Americans currently suffer from kidney failure and of those, around 300,000 require dialysis several times a week, for an average of 3.5 hours per session.  
According to the National Kidney Foundation, in the state of Pennsylvania, approximately 13,044 residents suffer from kidney failure and require dialysis three times a week to stay alive. Almost 70 percent of these patients suffer from diabetes and/or hypertension, leading causes of kidney failure in the United States.
“I am honored to receive this award from an organization that represents the skilled medical professionals who

provide quality dialysis care in this country, care that literally saves hundreds of thousands of lives,” said

Senator Santorum.  “The rise of kidney disease due to increases in incidents of high blood pressure and diabetes – just to name a few – are very serious issues that must be addressed.   I will continue to fight for legislation that addresses these issues and ensures quality care for the thousands of Pennsylvanians fighting kidney disease and facing kidney failure.”
“Senator Santorum has shown great leadership on behalf of the men, women and children affected by chronic kidney disease and the providers that treat them,” said Tony Messana, President of the NRAA.  “The National Renal Administrators Association is privileged to acknowledge and honor his leadership and commitment to the betterment of patients and improving the quality of care that they receive.”

Currently pending before Congress is the Kidney Care Quality & Improvement Act, bipartisan legislation co-sponsored by Senator Santorum.  The bill aims to improve awareness and education for those most at risk for kidney disease, those suffering from chronic kidney disease, and those in complete kidney failure.  It also seeks to improve overall patient care by establishing an annual update framework to ensure that providers keep pace with technological and medical advances. 

The National Renal Administrators Association is a nonprofit organization representing professional managers of dialysis facilities and centers throughout the United States.  NRAA represents the interests of all facilities—hospital-based and freestanding, for-profit and non-profit, independent and chain, urban and rural. Through education, networking, information sharing, and governmental representation, NRAA strives to ensure competence and enhance professionalism throughout the renal community.
For more information, please go to http://www.nraa.org/.
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