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KCP Applauds Congress' Approval of an Inflation Adjustment 
for Kidney Patient Dialysis Services 
- Increased Funding to Assist the Rising Costs of Providing Life-Saving Dialysis -

Washington D.C. (December 12, 2006) - Kidney Care Partners (KCP) – a nationwide coalition of patient advocates, dialysis providers, physicians, nurses, and manufacturers working together to improve the quality of care for individuals with kidney failure –applauds the United States Congress for approving a 1.6 percent composite rate update for dialysis services and a provision mandating a home dialysis study.  KCP thanks the leaders of the Ways and Means and Finance Committees for their dedication and attention to this issue.  The dialysis community is currently the only provider group within Medicare without an automatic annual update to account for inflation.  

"Our members are dedicated to providing the highest standard of quality care to all dialysis patients.  Recognizing the very challenging environment in which Congress is operating, we are extremely pleased that lawmakers voted to pass this much-needed update for kidney care for 2007," said Kent Thiry, chairman of Kidney Care Partners.  “It is imperative that the medical needs of people with kidney disease be understood by the government and America’s citizens.  It is our sincere hope that this inflationary update becomes permanent -- as it is with all other programs under Medicare -- so that the kidney care community can focus its energies on other critical patient care and preventative efforts and not on a year-to-year update.”

Over the past decade, kidney care in the United States has improved significantly, thanks in large part to the collective efforts of providers. Even as kidney failure is on the rise, productivity and quality outcomes have increased substantially.  

Kidney Care Partners looks forward to working closely with Members of Congress and the Administration next year to pass the Kidney Care Quality & Improvement Act– legislation which would establish a permanent update and expand outreach to millions of at-risk Americans. .

 

Kidney Care Partners (KCP) serves more than 300,000 patients per year.  The mission of the organization, individually and collectively, is to ensure: chronic kidney disease patients receive safe and optimal care; chronic kidney disease patients are able to live quality lives; dialysis care is readily accessible to all those in need; and research and development leads to enhanced therapies and innovative products.
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