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Kidney Care Partners Applauds Congress' Approval of an Inflation Adjustment for 2006 for Kidney Patient Dialysis Services

- 1.6 percent "Composite Rate" Increase to Assist the Rising Costs of Providing Life-Saving Dialysis -

Washington D.C. (December 21, 2005) - Kidney Care Partners – a nationwide alliance of patient advocates, dialysis professionals, providers and suppliers working together to improve the quality of care for individuals with kidney failure – today applauded the United States Congress for approving a 1.6 percent composite rate update for dialysis services for 2006.  The dialysis community is currently the only provider group within Medicare without an automatic annual update to account for inflation.  Annual inflation adjustments account for regular increases in costs of drugs, lab tests, and other services associated with dialysis.

"Recognizing the very challenging fiscal environment in which Congress is operating, we are extremely pleased that lawmakers voted to pass this much-needed update for kidney care for 2006," said Kent Thiry, chairman of Kidney Care Partners. "Senate Finance Chairman Grassley and House Ways & Means Chairman Thomas, along with Senator Santorum and Congressman Camp, are truly valued among the kidney dialysis community for their leadership and commitment to the kidney care community.  The update is critical to saving lives and sustaining quality improvements."

Over the past decade, kidney care in the United States has improved significantly, thanks in large part to the collective efforts of providers. Even as kidney failure is on the rise, productivity and quality outcomes have increased substantially. 

"This is clearly a win for patients living with kidney failure who rely on this Medicare benefit in order to survive," added Thiry. "The patients and the entire provider community alike applaud Congress' foresight in filling this funding gap." 

Kidney Care Partners looks forward to working closely with Members of Congress and the Administration next year to pass the Kidney Care Quality & Improvement Act – legislation which would invest in quality demonstration projects, provide resources toward preventative care to save lives and offset costs, improve care quality for patients nationwide, and definitively update the Medicare benefit. 

 

Kidney Care Partners – a wide-ranging coalition of patients, providers, doctors, nurses, suppliers, and manufacturers serving more than 400,000 patients per year – has been working for the past 2 years to secure an annual update mechanism on a range of provisions designed to improve patient quality and to prevent or delay the onset of kidney failure. These provisions are embodied in the Kidney Care Quality and Improvement Act of 2005, bipartisan legislation which has 127 House and 20 Senate cosponsors.

"Ensuring that the dialysis patients in the United States receive the best possible care in the world is our number one priority, and passage of this groundbreaking legislation would go far towards that goal," Thiry added. 
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