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Kidney Care Community Urges Congress to Enact MedPAC’s 2007 and 2008 Recommendations for 
Inflationary Adjustments to Medicare’s Dialysis Benefit
Medicare increases of 1.2 and 1.0 percent are essential in ensuring continued quality improvements
WASHINGTON (January 11, 2008) – Kidney Care Partners (KCP) – an alliance of patient advocates, dialysis professionals, care providers and manufacturers working together to improve quality of care for individuals with kidney disease and kidney failure – encourages Congress to act upon the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission’s (MedPAC’s) recommendations to increase the composite payment rate by 1.2 percent in 2008 and 1 percent in 2009.   

Yesterday, the Commission endorsed a recommendation to increase Medicare dialysis payments by 1 percent in 2009. 
The dialysis community is currently the only major provider group within Medicare without an automatic annual update to account for inflationary changes.  These automatic adjustments account for routine increases in costs of care and  services associated with dialysis. 

While Congress has yet to act on last year’s MedPAC recommendation, the Commission’s consistent and consecutive recommendations to update dialysis payments underscores the gap that exists between Medicare funding levels and the actual cost of providing life-saving dialysis services.  The kidney community strongly supports the Kidney Care Quality & Education Act (S. 691/H.R. 1193), which establishes a three-year Continuous Quality Improvement Initiative that would reward quality improvements based on measures developed in cooperation with the kidney care community and that would link a three-year update to clinical performance.  The legislation also establishes patient education and disease management programs to inform patients about how to identify and manage kidney disease and how to prevent kidney failure.  
MedPAC Commissioners also supported implementing a quality improvement program to reward quality once again this year.

“Kidney Care Partners urges Congress to act on the Commission’s successive recommendations for updates in 2008 and 2009,” said Edward Jones, M.D., Chairman of Kidney Care Partners.  “The Commission’s successive recommendations underscore the need for an automatic mechanism for updating Medicare funding for dialysis.”  Dr. Jones added, “Enacting the Kidney Care Quality and Education Act address this issue and would be an important step forward in slowing the incidence of kidney failure in our country.” 


Each year, more than 100,000 Americans are diagnosed with End Stage Renal Disease and require dialysis or a kidney transplant in order to survive. Today, approximately 400,000 patients in the United States are living with kidney failure, and that number is expected to double in the next decade due to a dramatic rise in diabetes — the number one cause of kidney disease — as well as high blood pressure.  According to the National Kidney Foundation, twenty million other Americans – or approximately one in nine – have some form of kidney disease and are at risk of developing kidney failure absent some form of disease management education or preventative care. 
###
KCP’s members include: Abbott, AMAG Pharmaceuticals, Inc, American Kidney Fund, American Nephrology Nurses’ Association, American Regent, Inc., American Renal Associates, Inc., American Society of Nephrology, American Society of Pediatric Nephrology, Amgen, Baxter Healthcare Corporation, Board of Nephrology Examiners Nursing and Technicians, California Dialysis Council, Centers for Dialysis Care, DaVita, Inc., DaVita Patient Citizens, Diversified Specialty Institutes, Inc., Fresenius Medical Care North America, Fresenius Medical Care Renal Therapies Group, Genzyme, Kidney Care Council, National Association of Nephrology Technicians and Technologists, National Kidney Foundation, National Renal Administrators Association, Northwest Kidney Centers, Renal Advantage Inc., Renal Physicians Association, Renal Support Network, Renal Ventures Management, LLC, Satellite Healthcare, U.S. Renal Care, Watson Pharma, Inc. 
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