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Statement by Kidney Care Partners 

on the Nomination of Governor Michael O. Leavitt 
to Lead the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Washington, D.C. - Today, Kidney Care Partners, an alliance of patient advocates, dialysis professionals, providers and suppliers working together to improve the quality of care for individuals with End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD), issued the following statement in response to the nomination of Environmental Protection Agency Secretary and former Utah Governor Michael Leavitt to replace Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Tommy Thompson:
“Kidney Care Partners and its member organizations congratulate Governor Mike Leavitt for his nomination to become the next Secretary of HHS, and we look forward to working together over the course of the next few years to ensure that the nearly half a million American patients with kidney failure continue to receive access to quality dialysis care. Our nation is at a critical juncture in treating Medicare patients with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD), with a rapidly growing kidney failure population becoming increasingly dependent on an outdated Medicare program, which is rapidly approaching its breaking point. 

Governor Leavitt’s record is notable, and his keen understanding of economic issues will be an asset in the discussion of an update for Medicare’s 30-year-old ESRD program – the only Medicare program without an annual update. Furthermore, we look forward to his proven leadership so that we may work constructively together to address the alarming escalating trends in obesity, diabetes and hypertension, which are the leading causes of kidney failure and contributing factors to the overall strain on the U.S. health care budget.   
Kidney Care Partners looks forward to continuing the productive communications policies set by Secretary Thompson through his open door policy and increased accessibility to HHS and CMS staff, which has resulted in positive advances toward improved access to quality patient care for our nation’s populations who depend on government funding for quality of life and quality of care.”

