Satellite Feed:
Local caregivers, national dialysis providers struggle to locate and treat Kidney failure patients stranded by Hurricane Katrina who need dialysis to live; 
Makeshift dialysis clinics set up throughout the region
To: 
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Jennifer Lawson, 703-548-0019

Kidney Care Partners
jlawson@schmidtpa.com
News Advisory:

With the highest per capita population of kidney failure patients in the nation, Louisiana and Mississippi face a severe healthcare crisis related to administering necessary and lifesaving dialysis treatments to patients throughout the region – many of whom are approaching two weeks without care. Patients with kidney failure must be dialyzed 3-4 times per week in order to live.  After missing only a few life-saving dialysis treatments, a patient’s blood will become toxic and they will die.
The national dialysis community is working vigorously with area doctors, nurses and dialysis technicians to ensure that any patients in need of care are located, identified and transported to dialysis triage units. Even though dialysis is delivered on an outpatient basis in dialysis clinics and providers are responsible for their care when they show up, dialysis staff in affected areas have been working night and day to find patients affected by Hurricane Katrina and to spread the word that dialysis care is available.  
Many of the national dialysis providers, such as Davita, Fresenius, Gambro and Renal Care Group, have donated more than $10,000 of equipment and resources to the effort to ensure that dialysis patients receive care.

A video news release satellite feed featuring the situation at a unit in Opelousas and Baton Rouge is being offered. Footage includes interviews with two local doctors as well as patients that were evacuated from the hurricane region. Satellite coordinates are noted below. 

WHO: 

Paul Miller, M.D., Opelousas nephrologist


Melanie McKnight, M.D., Baton Rouge, Director, Fresenius Medical Care



Evacuated patients New Orleans and caregivers

WHAT: 
Video News Release raising awareness about the availability of dialysis care in Hurricane-affected areas and the powerful coordination among all providers in making sure care and supplies are available
WHERE: 
Interviews/B-Roll shot in Opelousas, La. and Baton Rouge. 
WHEN: 
Thursday, September 8, 2005 


2:30pm-2:45pm Central 3:30-3:45pm EDT
SATELLITE: Galaxy 11 (Ku-band analog)
TRANSPONDER: K-13 (thirteen)
DOWNLINK FREQUENCY: 11960 mhz. Horizontal
AUDIO: 6.2 - 6.8
TROUBLE: 225-767-4256
