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The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has done away with the bundle’s transition adjuster, according to an April 1 announcement from Kidney Care Partners (KCP).

“Today's announcement by CMS uses actual facility elections rather than estimates, and eliminates the 3.1 percent payment reduction for services provided on or after April 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011,” KCP wrote in the news release.

CMS added the 3.1 percent reimbursement reduction, or transition adjuster, to attempt budget neutrality as dialysis payments shifted to the new bundled payment over the next few years. To come to that number, CMS estimated that 43 percent of all dialysis clinics would opt in to the bundle. In reality, more than 80 percent of U.S. dialysis clinics opted into the new bundle. 

“KCP is deeply grateful to CMS and the Administration for making this correction,” KCP said in the news release. “We appreciate CMS' willingness to work with the kidney care community to address this important issue. Today’s correction will help improve the lives of all Medicare beneficiaries on dialysis.”

--Keith Chartier

